
A List of Literary Devices 
 

1. Allegory  
2. Alliteration  

3. Allusion 
4. Anachronism 

5. Analogy 
6. Anaphora 

7. Anecdote 
8. Antagonist 
9. Anthropomorphism 

10. Antithesis 
11. Antonym 

12.  Assonance 
13.  Bildungsroman 
14. Cacophony 

15. Character 
16. Characterization 

17. Chiasmus 
18. Cliché 

19.  Colloquial Language 
20. Comedy (as it pertains 

to classic theatre) 

21. Conflict 
22.  Connotation  

23.  Consonance  
24.  Deus ex Machina  

25.  Dialogue  
26.  Diction  

27. Dissonance  
28. Elegy 

29. Epilogue 
30. Epitaph 

31.  Epithet  
32. Euphemism 

33. Euphony  
34. Flashback  
35. Foil (character) 

36. Foreshadowing 
37. Genre 

38. Homonym  
39. Hyperbaton 
40. Hyperbole  

41.  Idiom 
42. Imagery 

43. Irony: Dramatic 
44. Irony: Situational 

45.  Irony: Verbal 
46. Juxtaposition 
47. Malapropism  

48. Metaphor 
49. Metonymy  

50. Monologue  
51. Mood 

52. Onomatopoeia 
53. Oxymoron 
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54. Parody 
55.  Personification  

56. Portmanteau 
57. Prologue 

58. Prose 
59. Protagonist 

60. Pun 
61. Satire  
62.  Simile 

63.  Soliloquy 

64. Spoonerism 
65.  Symbolism 

66. Synecdoche 
67. Synonym 

68. Theme 
69. Tone 

70. Tragedy (as it pertains 
to classic theatre) 

71. Verse 

 


