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English: Short Story 2: Romance Story 
Sept 4, 2020 

 

C = Competencies Referenced 

C 4 - Extending 1 - Not Yet Meeting 

Synthesize ideas from 
a variety of sources to 
build understanding 

You have managed to base your story 
on the story that is suggested in the 

song lyrics you have chosen 

You have either offered a general 
connection, without specifics, or 

chosen song lyrics that do not give 
enough information to make a story 

Think critically, 
creatively, and 
reflectively to explore 
ideas within, between, 
and beyond texts 

You are able to extend, or build on the 
lyrics to make a story that is fully told 

You have either gone no farther than 
the song, or have not been able to 
extend what you’ve read into a full 

story 

Respond to text in 
personal, creative, 
and critical ways 

You are able to use creative text to build 
a creative story 

You have not offered anything new to 
work from creatively 

 

 
Assignment Description: 

As part of the short story unit, you are going to write a romance story, but with a twist! You are taking 

the romantic lyrics of a song, and using it as the song’s base. The story should flesh out the lyrics, adding 

details that may not be found in the song, itself. 

 

What to do: 

1. Find song lyrics that are romantic as heck, copy them, because you will need to print them off to 

add to the final story. 

2. Make some notes from the song lyrics details that you can use for your story. These are the 

‘deets’. 

3. Add to the story details to expand on what’s been covered in the song so that we have enough 

to tell a story. It’s okay if you are making this part up, it’s a story you’re making. 

4. The length of the story will be about a page and a half. 

5. Write it by hand, or type it. 

6. You must follow the story of the song as the basis of your story, not just the same kind of story. 

If it is about the breakup, use the details of the breakup as part of the story. 

 

  



Example: 
I Believe in Love by Paula Cole 

 

Lyrics Story points + my ideas 

It all started nine years ago 
You sat to my left back in school 
The future showed itself to me 
The god in you, the god in me, stood 
together like two trees 
I was so shy to inquire 
If you would like tea sometime 
Then in my Mercury 
Hand on hand, hand on knee, mercy mercy 
mercy me 

And I believe in love 
To be the center of all things 
And I believe in love to be the way 
And I believe in love 
To be the center of all things 
And I believe in love to be the way 
To find our inner light 

I saw a vision where we 
Were opening presents Christmas Day 
But we were not all alone 
The wedding was shotgun 
We had a daughter and a son 
So how cruel to realize 
You had a woman all the time 
But my love burns bright as the sun 
The clouds may come, the clouds may go 
And I'll still be here at your door 
And I believe in love… 
Thank you for waiting through my lovers 
Knowing we could come home to each 
other 
Yes, I have waited through these winters 
My true one was right here 

And I believe in love… 
 

When they were young and at school, she was already 
dreaming about them as together, in love and married 
with kids 
 
[Could start the story in her youth, or have her look back 
at this moment] 
 
She was shy, but when she finally was quick to do it, it 
was all so amazing 
 
[Could be fun to have her approaching him, unwilling to 
wait for him to make a move] 
 
She believes in love to be the most important thing 
 
[Everything she does should be from the idea that love is 
more important than anything else she wants to do, or 
try, or have] 
 
She sees them already married, but it’s a shotgun 
marriage, so she’s likely already pregnant and it has to be 
done in a hurry 
 
[There’s a real impatience here, and they are forced to 
get married due to a coming child. It’s like an adventure, 
I suppose, if you are looking forward to it, riding a 
scandal would be a good example of conflict] 
 
She then realized that he was already with someone, but 
she believed in the power of the love she had for him. 
 
[She made her mind up as a young girl, remember? A 
little thing like someone else in his life won’t stop their 
love, this is a point of conflict, too] 
 
She herself had lovers and he had to wait and be patient, 
and they may have had tough times, but in the end their 
love is for the long haul, not for the short-term issues 
they were overcoming. 
 
[Is she cheating on him? Do they have tough times? She 
seems to believe that the end justifies the means to the 
dream of their love. Resolution of the story can be 
through this process] 

 


