
MAD Film and Television 12 

B1: Beats! 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Assignment Synopsis: 
It can be a genuine challenge to match a piece of music to a film and what happens is one of three 
scenarios: 

1. You just shove a piece of music in over the film and hope it’s popular enough or has the right 
feeling, but adds nothing to the flow of the film. 

2. Have someone write music for the film and as they watch your rough cut, they add in the 
music that best meets the feeling (exciting, and unlikely for most people) 

3. Take a piece of music that matches what you are looking for and cut it up into pieces that 
feel like things can change (we call these BEATS, and they are the focus for this assignment) 

 

What to do: 

1. You need a piece of music to match the movie you are going to make (30 seconds, exactly) 

2. Using an audio editing program like Audacity, Garageband, or even in iMovie, you are going 

to chop up the 30 seconds of your song into pieces that make sense to have a change or 

shot, or angle or focus. This is not equal in size, but in interesting areas. Don’t worry about 

having pre-planned scenes in mind, we are just focusing on having an idea of how long each 

of these pieces, or BEATS need to be so that you can film with them in mind. 

3. Shoot some footage with this in mind, where you can have something change over that 30 

seconds. This can be an actual short-short story, or just someone moving from A to B 

through an area. 

4. Describe briefly what you were focusing on when you created the beats in your music- what 

made you choose to divide up the music this way? Is it to create moments that make you 

change a lot, or is it for creating a build-up? Why does that music work for you when divided 

up that way? 

 

Curriculum 4 

Create moving images using imagination, 

observation, and inquiry 
You are using your imagination and observation of movies and music 
videos to get an idea of how creators change or don’t change videos 

according to changes in music and audio effects 

Interpret and evaluate how meaning is 

communicated in moving images through 

technologies, environments, and techniques 

You are briefly describing the reasoning for creating BEATS in your 
music that way, looking for language to describe your choices 

Analyze the ways in which moving images 
convey 

meaning through movement, sound, image, 

structure, and form 

Movement, sound and structure are all interwoven in this piece you 
have created, instead of just remaining individual elements 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


