
Hyperbole:  
Gross exaggeration - something said to make a point but 
is not intended to be taken literally.  

Examples: 
Romeo and Juliet 

Romeo, being a dramatic teenager tends to use hyperbole to communicate his desires, 
needs and emotional highs and lows: 

Act 2 
• “[t]he brightness of [Juliet's] cheek would shame those stars, / As daylight doth a 

lamp; her eyes in heaven / Would through the airy region stream so bright / That 
birds would sing and think it were not night”. 

Act 3 
• "[t]here is no world without Verona walls, / But purgatory, torture, hell itself” 

Other examples: 

I am so hungry I could eat a horse. 
I have a million things to do. 
I had a ton of homework. 
If I can’t buy that new game, I will die. 
I had to walk 15 miles to school in the snow, uphill. 

Although some students do take ridiculously dangerous routes to get to school. In this 
picture below, these people are travelling 125 miles through the mountain in Pili, China 
to get to a boarding school. Might give us some perspective and appreciation for the 
position of convenience and comfort we have. 



Fill out some examples of hyperbole below: 

1a. Tell us a hyperbole a member of your family uses: 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

1b. What did (s)he really mean? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

2a. What’s a hyperbole you’ve used 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

2b. What did you really mean? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

3a. Give another example of hyperbole: 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

3b. What is the literal meaning? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 


